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My mother thought we were at war. Not as a metaphor but in the truest sense 

of the word. She was captured and was being guarded by ‘the enemy’. How I 

had reached her through enemy lines without as much as a scratch was a total 

mystery to her. 

Cyrille Offermans writes about his mothers adventures in dementia. Up close 

and with such precision that it suggests deep love. How it started, with 

forgetfulness and distrust, how hard it was to react to this, that it was inevitable 

to have her hospitalized and how her inner world disintegrated. The essayist 

Offermans, who helped taking care for his mother for years, tries to interpret 

her seemingly meaningless thoughts and words with meaning and humanity. 

 

 

‘This is not the feel good-essay for those affected but it’s a critical view on the mysterious process in 

which all insights and connections are erased.’ – Vrij Nederland 

‘Offermans essay is the best of the stack, a small gem, personal and descending. Compared to everything 

else it is a very polished book. Which is not just a compliment for the phrasing but also for what it 

describes.’ – NRC Handelsblad 

 

 

Cyrille Offermans (1945) writes for several newspapers and magazines and is a leading essayist. He has 

written children’s books, a monograph on the painter Paul Klee, a book about the poet and artist Lucebert 

and many essays. His work has been awarded with the J. Greshoffprize, the Pierre Bayleprize and the 

Busken Huetprize. His essay Why I Have to Lie to My Demented Mother (2006) was also a big success in with 

Kunstmann Verlag in Germany (Warum ich meine demente Mutter belüge). Shipwreck, On Civilization, Culture and 

Knowledge (2008) was nominated for the AKO Literature Prize. And his debut novel Death of a Teacher 

(2011) had to be reprinted soon after its initial release. 
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